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When | was in Japan, |
learned the Japanese read and
write from right to left. | don't
know if | started the habit there,
but | have the habit of starting at
the back of the paper or maga-
zine, but never a book! What

does this have to do with the apostles? There are twelve
apostles right? But... there is also another apostle...
Paul. Did you know that he wrote approximately one
third of the New Testament? Yes, Paul. So, I'm doing it
again... starting at the back or end and working my way
to the beginning. After we learn a little about Paul, we
will concentrate on "The Twelve."

There was another man--in the 16th century--
who shared many characteristics with Paul, a slave
trader who abused and mistreated the slaves under his
supervision... John Newton.

In the summer of 1725, in the city of London,
England, John Newton was born to a devout member of
the Dissenters. She taught her son to pray and filled his
mind with the Scriptures. However, his father, an often
absent sea captain, was the one who captured the young
boy's imagination. John dreamed of sailing ships and
wide, wild seas...of adventurous and mysterious destina-
tions.

His mother died just before he turned seven. He
was taken in by distant relatives where he was mocked
and ridiculed for the beliefs instilled in him by his mother.
Unhappy and lonely John turned again to his dreams of
the sea and at eleven years old ran off to become an ap-
prentice on his father's ship. He went through many ups
and downs, frequently fired for insubordination, and just
as frequently hired by another ship’s captain looking for
young seamen and not too particular about personal
character.

After a short stint in the British Navy, John de-
serted and ran away to Africa to seek his fortune in the
African slave trade. In the slave trader's absence, John
was left in the "care" of the man's vindictive wife, who
imprisoned him in her quarters, beat him and forced him
to eat his food from the floor like a dog. Believing death
preferable to this kind of treatment, John escaped from
his prison into the West African forests and eventually
made his way to the Atlantic coast. He lit signal fires
which were spotted by a passing ship’s captain who sent
a small boat to pick him up. John was a disappointment
to the new captain who had hoped this lone man would
possess gold and ivory but was instead, penniless. Here
again things went downhill for the young man and culmi-
nated when John broke into the ship’s supply of rum and
shared it with his fellow crew members. As a result, he
was relegated to below deck duties. Below deck he had
free time to read. He read a book entitled "The Imitation
of Christ" by Thomas Kempis. It awakened some of the

early lessons taught to him by his mother.

As the ship neared Scotland, severe rain and
winds battered her and she began to take on water. After
days of desperately fighting to keep the ship afloat, John
Newton had a life-transforming experience with God.

The assurance of God's love flooded his soul. Later he
would describe it as a miracle, an amazing manifestation
of God's grace.

Although that voyage was not his last, John New-
ton's heart became drawn in other directions. Two years
after his miraculous conversion, he married Mary Catlett,
a devout Christian and not long after that left the sea for
good and became a minister. While he loved to preach
and tended his little flock of believers with zealous care,
his great joy was writing hymns to be sung at his weekly
prayer meetings. He composed over 280 hymns, but the
one for which he is most remembered came from his
shipboard conversion and carries the message of his per-
sonal experience... "Amazing Grace."

Do you see a similarity with Paul? Paul (known
as Saul before his conversion) was a Pharisee, who
knew the Bible and sincerely believed that the Christian
movement was dangerous to Judaism. Therefore, Paul
hated the Christian faith and persecuted Christians with-
out mercy. John Newton had considered the African
slaves below deck less than human... merely property to
be bought and sold. Like Paul, they were treated without
mercy.

Paul and John Newton were both people in lead-
ership and both used that authority to mistreat and perse-
cute others until the light and love of the Lord Jesus
Christ entered into their lives—John Newton on a sinking
ship and Paul on a road to Damascus where he was con-
fronted by the risen Christ and brought face to face with
the truth of the Gospel and his life was never the same
again. It was not a vision that Paul saw, but rather the
actual living body of Jesus Christ (Acts 9:17). Paul ac-
knowledged Jesus as Lord, confessed his own sin, sur-
rendered his life to Christ and resolved to obey him. For
all who truly believe, conversion comes from a personal
encounter with Jesus Christ and leads to a new life in
relationship with him. "Old things are passed away and
everything becomes new."

God did not waste any part of Paul... his back-
ground, his training, his citizenship his mind or even his
weaknesses. Are you willing to let God do the same for
you? You will never know what God can do with you until
you allow Him to have all of you.

God's blessings and grace to you and next month
we will talk about one of THE TWELVE!!
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